many and return, prepared to open such high schools for   195
Polish officers.   Every three months that colonel gradu-
ated a class of three hundred X.C.O's and two hundred
officers, well trained and ready for actual work.
''Politically/' Pilsudski once said to him, "it did
not look nice (referring to his haying had to take an oath
to Germany), "but what you have done is very impor-
tant for Poland—and for me."
"Commander/' replied the colonel, "that is for me full
absolution."
The Polish people were not used to cooperation. The
army was the first to unite, welded into one from a
chaotic mass by the will power of Pilsudski, For all the
soldiers of Poland, no matter from what part of the
country they came, there was one insignia—the zigzag
which had distinguished the uniform of the army of Con-
gress Kingdom a century before; it was taken over first
for the Legions, then for the whole Polish army.
Meanwhile he left diplomacy to the Polish represen-
tatives at Paris. He read the daily reports of the dis-
cussions around the peace table and shrugged his
shoulders. Poland's fate would not be decided on paper.
Here on the spot faits accomplis must be created, to
speak for themselves and be a basis for her claims to
frontiers. The Allies, he saw clearly, would draw the
western boundaries between Poland and Germany, Po-
land and Czechoslovakia. The eastern boundaries the
Poles would make by their own strength and efforts.
With the arrival of the Haller army Pilsudski had
sufficient men to start. In April, 1919, an advance be-
gan in the north and the Wilno district was occupied
by the Poles. The Germans had been in possession of
the city for more than three years, and then the Bolshe-
vists. Tears stood in PilsudskTs eyes when he spoke
of it.
"My beloved Wilno/' he said.

